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1067 UISTORY OF USS KIBIC IER (VERe329)

T R

As calander 1967 opemed, USS XRETCIIIER (DE.~329) was
conploting its restricted availability and leave and upkecp
period in -her homeport of Guam. The ten families of Kretchmer
men, living on Guam bid adisu to their loved ones on
9 January, as the Escort Squadron Seven ship salled fronm
Apra Narbor for hor 1967 deploymont. EKretchmer arrived in
Tolzosul:a, Japan, four doys later for a weel:'s intensive
tz‘txining by Flect “raining Group WESTPAC.

Kretohmer then heoaded for the coast of Souti Vietnaom,
vhere she vasg to perform as a unit of Operatioa iiarlkot Time
for a najority of her time fa tiv noxt eight nonths.

Her first assig:mont vas off An Thoi in the Gulf of Sian;
by the ond of hor cruise Kretchmer had servod in noot of
the other illarket Time areas. One of the highlights of
o cruiso came early in tiw deplo,ment when Kretcimer's
hospital corpsmaon vas able to rendor euorgency treatuent
to save tho badly infectod foot of a Soutl Vietnanese
'fiahoma.n.

In liay, Kretchmer becaie tho first DL to be nssignod
the duties of Station Ship ‘long Xonge “ho Job had previously
been undortal-en by DD'd. As Station Ship, Irote.ner porformed
all tho tagks as SOPA Admin. Kretchmer refurned in September
for auother threo-week period as Station Ship. The conduct
of Kretochmer®s crow ashore during tines of intemgse political
warest in ilony iong earmed a "Well JoneM from VADII BRINGLE.

Before the end of the cruiso, Xretchmer had also spont
several uccks as Taivem Patrol siip. During the cruise
Krotclmor had beon to nmost of tlio nojor Westpac ports,
including Yokosuka, Subic, Bangkok, liong Kong, Kaohsiung,

and Xeelung., In October, Kretclmer returned to Guen nine
montis after the beginning of her deployuent. She vas in AV the rest of 1167
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HISTORY OF U5 KREVCHIER (Db 329)
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. Tha. USS KEETCHMER (DER 329) was named after Enaign Raymomd J. KRETCHMER,
USNR, who was killed when the ship he was on, the U3S ASTORIA (CA 3L), was
sunk in action against Japanesz laval Forces on 9 August 1942, Ensign
KRETCHMER was born on 20 January 1917 at Chicago, Illinois. !z attended
South Dakota State College and on 29 Avrgust 1940, at Omahs, Nebraska, en-
listed into the Navy, After serving on boaxrd the US3 ARKANSAS (BB 33),
Raymond XRETCIRIER was comrissioned an Ensign, USNR on 12 September 1941
and was ordered to duty aboard the USS ASTORIA (CA 34) where he served in
honor the remainder of his short life.

The XRETCHMER?s keel was 1lsid on 28 Juns 1943 at Consolidated Steel
Corporation Orangs Texas Shipymrd. She was commissioned USS KRITCHIMER

(DE 329) on 13 Decamber 1943 as Lisutenant Rabert C. WING, USNR, took
coomand, Six days after her commissicning the KRETCHITR moved down the
Sabine River to the port of Galvaston, Texas where she undervent pre-
shekedown repairs. On 5 January 194l the KRETICIMIR salled to Dermuda

she reported to the Operstional Training Commandy, U.S., Atlantle
Meet, for her shakedown traiaing.

On February 3rd, 19LL the XHETCHMER departed for the U,S. Naval Base,
Charleston, South Carolina for her new duiy with the Commander Caribbean
Sea Frontier. Here she was assizned to Task Unit Ob,l.l where har /
mission becams that of escorting convoys betusen Trinldad and Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, Between 25 April and 2 May 19lk, after being detached from .
the Task Unit, the KRETCHM:=R escorted the US3 CHIPPEW (ADF 69) and a
barge to Bermuda.

After spending two deys in Jsrmuda, the KaITCHER reported to the
Comnmander Task Group 23.3 based at Koy West, Florlda, I!lere she was desige
nated as school ship for the Fleet Sonar Scheol, whare she was utilized
for student training, and whera she acted as target ship for Lorpedo air-
craft of Fleet Alr Wing FIVE Training Detachmant. Cn May 23rd, while
acting as a taryet for the torpedo vombsrs, one of the practice torpedoes
broached jJust before passing wider the XRETCHMER which resulted in a hole
in the hull, A temporary patch was welded over the rupture .nd the
KRETCHM:R headad for Charleston for a two waek yard vepalr availability.

On 11 June 19LL after being assigned to trans—Atlantic convay duty she
anchored in the port of Santa Ans 3ay, Willewnstad, Cureso, DW.l,. After
five days of liberty, the KRETCHMER headed out to ses with a coavey of
merchant tankers bound for the Gulf of Puzzuoli, Naples, ltaly. She
arrived at Naples on 1 July i94h, and two days later KRSICIMUR and her
section of tankers joined tanksrs from sther ports headsd for Norfalk,
Virginia, Upon arrival back ia the United States on 16 July the convoy
was disbanded and the K ETCHHMZR bepan a 12 day yerd avallability.

From 12 August to 1 Saptembar 194h, snother trans-Atlantic convey run
was mede., This trip tock KEETTNWLR aseln to the Guif of Pozzuoli, and
upon her retumn to the United States she doekad in New York for woyage

repairs.



s U Sazstevner nd 3 Decenler w“g,, bhg ERELO: 1, wn peds

Fam umup 21.%, aentorved merchanh convoys betwasn New Tock L1
Sorant, Poxhgnouth, Ungland, During this period she wm . anrerad o
eraoyy gubieeirines .

At gea ~o .0 Decamber 194, aftor a short svailability {ui -apairs,
the KREICHIER ascortad merchant ships enroute to Darry Road, Gardiff,
Jalese She arrived in Wales an 7 January 1945 and four days later begun
har return tlp to 36th Street Pler, Brooklym, New York, whers she
docked on January 2lst. From 13 February to 5 MFarch 1945 the XRuTCHIER
sscorted a convey from the United States to Greenock, Stotland and back.

Tha Ship?'s lest voysze across the Atlantle under combat conditions
was Lfeom lami JL So Aprtl 27 1945, when the KKECCHMER wegcorted a zooup
of merchent ships %o Southampton, England and back again to the Unitad

Suates.

On 21 !lay 1945 Lisutenant Chomas BULLFINSH, U3NR, re'isved the command.
After a ysrd cepair avaliability, the KRETCHMER headed for Casco Bay,
[lalos Zor refvesner training. =2nroate to !aine she wvas diverted %o
Noxfolk ror prepacations to transfar to the Pacific area for dutyi she
arrived in Norfolx, Vieginiz on 26 Hay 1945.

Afher sparding four days W Noefolk velng egquiped for iwe uew July,
sh departed Tirgiuis on 0 lay aad heedsd for Cuantanamo Ty, Cubag
whore she uwndsrwant, Lxudning vhich Jasted untll Juns 1%, sShe thea
salled for Coco 3cle, Cacal Zonsg, srelwing there oa 17 June 1945, Tran-
siting tha Paoasma Canal che .t'e,>1lw'5ng day, the KRETCHIER rmeported for
duty %o the Commander in Chlef, 1.5, Paeliie Fleot, Af%sr slopoing
beiefly at San Diego, Calilwrais from 26-28 June, the KiuZCHIER seiled
for Pearl Larbor. She remained rere from 5 July unvil 1 August whils
she undorvent advanred trainiang,

Hoving cut of Paarl larbor, the KRETCH.ER stoppad al niwetok [rom
3-10 August and then sailed em to San Pecdro Day, Leyte, Philippina
Islands, whors she anchored on Auguat 17th,

Ordesed to Formoas on 29 August 2L5, the KJEDCHIGR meached Kilran,
Formosa on Suptember Sth, Hers she Hepan enbstking recivernd (L1ied
Prizonars of wWar for traugportation to the alrerat carsisrs at sedc
Onees Hhis duny ;»r; complubad, she sailed ho Manlle with 0 former “CWis
o boend snd ddazaavged thea ab Zangley Point oa Septanber Fib,

She yeseined \n Nanils Bay untdld L7 Jeptember 1905, vhen ashe sailed
bo Meinawa whers siw romeined wabil foruexd to pul to ses by & typhoon.
On her return to port lollowing ihe passing of the ghtorm, the KRETCHMER
diacovered a drifting Japansge junk with soms Nipponese Army personnel
cn boarde The junk wan towsd inbtn Buckner Bay on 13 October and the mn
tumed ovar to military suthowitine.
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on Jetcbsr 15th. the KRETCILTR dgparted from Okinawa with Task Croup
7443 for the purpose of providing air support for the Chinese !lationalist
- occupabion of Formosa. However, on Octobor 17th she was dispatched to
Okinawa with the Task Group!s mail., After discharging the mall sacks at
uckner Bay, she proceeded to rendezvous with the Task Group and entered
Saipan llarbor with them on 25 October 1945.

After returning to the Philippine Islands on December &th, the KRETCHMER
was utilized on various liaison duties until the 10th, when she departed
for a recreational visit to llong Kohg, 3.C.C.o This #rip lasted from 13
to 22 December 1945, at which tima sha aailed back %0 Monila for the

Christmas holidays.

In Subie Bay the KRETCHIER underwent a tender availability from 26
Decenber until 1 January 1945, when she was then sent to Hong Kongo
After spending the Sth of January anchored off Kowloon, 3.C.C., the
KRETCHIMER dispatched to Hoi How, Hainan Island to investigate harbor fa-
cilities for the pending repatriation of Japanese soldiers back to their
homeland. The mission was accomplished by January llth, and the ship
then returned to long Kong. On 23 Jamuary 1946, while still in Hong Kong,
Lieutenent Comrander !llarry J. KBLLY, UM, relisved the command,

Departing from Hong Kong on 28 January 1946, with the USS LCS 96 and
the USS LCS 97, the KRETQIER escorted them as far as Kiirun, Formosa.
The DE remained in Kiirun from 30 January to 4 February and then she
departed for Hong Kong via Okinawa to pick up movies, mail and several
passengers which were transfarred to various ships upon the KRETCHIiMR®s
arrival in the 3ritish Crown Colony on February 9th,

Setween 22 February and 29 March 1946 she made mail runs between Hong
Kong, Amoy and Shanghail. During her last trip the KRETCINCR received
word that she was %o retuun to the United States with Escort Squadron
50, This transit was to take her via the India Ocean, Sues Canal,
{lediterranean Ses and finally the Atlantic Ocean.’

Departing from Hong Kong on 1 April 1946, the division gailed far
enough south so that King lNeptune could welcome her crew into his domain.
The next day the ship enchored off Singapore and stayed until April 8th,
The ships then headed up the Samatra Stralts to the Indian Ocean and for
a stop at Colombo, Ceylon, from 13-~15 April.

After an overnight stay in Fortress Aden, Arabia, on 22+23 April, the
KRETCGHMER then medae hsr way up the Red Sea, passing through the Sues
Canal on April 27th. The following dsy the XRETCHMIR with the ramaining
ships of CORDIV 50 anchored off Port Said, Egypt, for a few hours before
:wv;nrg to Alexandria, Egypt whare they remained at anchor from 29 April

o :ﬂyo

From 3 Yay to 29 May 1946, the %ransit back to tha United States ine
cluded atops in the ports of [larsajlla, Gibralter, Haples and Funchkai,
Madaira Islands, Tha XRETCH.ER arm-ivad in Charleston, South Carolina



in Ynrch 1946, the (RETCITIR wd baen designatod to ho placed in the
7.8, Abldntic Heserve Floet, and on 20 Septamber 19L6 she was decomuigs
siorad erd placed in tha Sixteanth Feserve Fleat Losed av 3rszn Cove
Springs, Floridag

The YRUTCHICR was rscommissicned on 22 Septembur 1956, at the Charles-
ton Naval Shipyard as a Destroysy Sscort Radar {DER 329) and was placed
ander the cormmand of LCIR C. &, FADELEY, UGN,

After completing her shaikadown training the KRETCHMER was essigned as
a unit of Jscort sSquadron SI{TELN amd homsported in tiewport; R.I.,. In
March 1657 she commencsd operations as a unit of the Atlantic Narrier.
In April 1558, the KRETCHITR conducted an informel visit tw the ports of
Le Havre, Frence nné Portamouth, England. In July 1958, the 3oston Naval
Shipyard installsd new electronics equipment which increased KRETGHMER's
radar sand commyucations capabllities. During this overhaul LCIR FADHELEY
was relleved by ILIOR (., Z. SWALLD Jro, USN, es Cemmarding Officex,

Upon completion of the overhaul, rafres .ar tralning was coaducted at
Guantanmmno 3sy. Cuba, In Dacembex 1958 the KFETCHMER returned to her
homepert of Yewport, Fhode sland, and to her duties on the Atlantis
darrior.

During Ssotemdar 1959, KGETCHITR made Europsan visits to Rotterdam,
Jollend and Southeadeonedas, Engled, On 6 Novamber 1959 LCDR Jacques
3. LAPSRCAS relisvad LCODR SWALLO ag Commuuwlipg Offlcers

The KEsTGIMIR amntinued in her gsgignnent k3 a anit of the Atlantie
Barriser cekiag plokeis on bobth the Argsptia«lajes Serrier and Lle off-
coast Contigpons “ayrisr. In hpril of 1950, she served a5 an of £ shore
plans juard for the ocsan crossiag of tha Presiient to the Surwit
Maeting.

On 27 Juns 1350, KTCHMIR enbered the Boston Naval Shipysid for isp
scheduled overhaul. PFollewin; tais yard pericd, which ended on 3 Jctob~
ar 190, ahe spant & few wesks in iewport Lefore saillirg for Cuantsnamo
Hay. Cuba for :ulrashor traindng, Arfher complotiag the nscessary tralne
ing or. 8 Dacambar 1960, sho ratursed to Newpoed o gperd a menth in pert
for lenve and weep.

January 1561 found ths XIETCHER back on picket of £ the coast cf the
United States. ULurlay the frst picket she werisnced a seavem stom
ragulting in hesvy dwirgs o tar forward goa shisld and Doreceatle deck
and wes Torcsd Lo ruburn Lo Bosion sud the Naval shipyerd ior repalrs.
Following two tweks In Ponton she retumed Yo Newport snd sailed asaln
{or pleket duiy.

Cna 3 Juas 3561, ICLR A, &, GAOBON, Jr., ULSH relieved LCDR J., B. LA«
PRRCHER., USY s Commendiag CLFLeop

n dumst 1561, KPETCHUER Jeravied Uswport fur a our montd HaD.AYy =
sant in North 4tlatis witers. Durdng this time sho distiaguishad her
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s3lf on pileket cperaticns by vascuing six men from the foundering Ice-
Aerdic Mehiag vessel, SLEIRIIR, :ad by pariticipabing wholehearedly wn
the Peopla no People Frograme Upon sompletion of the deploymen::, she

praturned to Hewport for leave and upksep during the Christmas Holidays.

Ta Jumary 1962 KRETGLEIR put to saa againg this time she headed
"south for ogeraticns in the CaribLean area. In late February after ful-
£1lling lsr obligations in this axea, the KRETCHMR headed north again
For g mopth=long avallablility at the Portsnmouth llaval Shipyaid in Naow
Hanpshites On 1 April 1962, XRLTCIMER left for llewport to make prepa-
rations for another overseas dspleyment oa the Greenland; Iceland,
Un’tad Kingdom Saxrier, HReplanished and ready, the KRETCHM:R departed
Kewport an U lay 1962, for her four month deploymsnt. E@tween pickets
she ssiled to Gruvencek, Scotland, to replenish ard refudl, and upon
campli:tion of lwer pickets stopped in Penzgnce, Gngland for the anmal
Fegarte. Aflter this visit she daparted for Nawport to complete prep-
arations for her Gemsrasl Overhaul. In late Aungust the KRETCHIMER was
déry-docked in the Boston ilaval Shipyard's erine Railwey and her yard
ovirhaul commncedo

ilith the Cuban Crizis pressing the complaticen of the yard nverbhaal,
o 13 Novembar the i TCHIER sailed far Neaport for ey fimal prepara-
ticns for ssa, During her ghort gtay in Nowport on 20 November the
IRETCIHER received she coveled JAEEITR FORCE ATLANTIC CONSTANT YIQIL-
AMCE AVARD fron RADM R. d. SFECK, 05N, Commander Cruiser-Destroyer Farce,
1o Sa» A%dantis fisets This zeasd was presauted on behalf of Cormander
Barrier forecs; U, 3. Atlantic Tleet Zor KRETCHMER’s outstanding perfore
wance 2f Rarrisr Opsiations.

ler preparations ccmplated, on 23 November 1962, she readed south for
pickes duty. On 21 Decewter the KAiTCHMER was relisved on station and
veburned to lewport Cor the Christmss Holidays.

On 2 Jmuaxy 1963, LCIR R, E, CL:SSEN, USN relievad LCDR R. &, GIDUON,
Jrs, USH s Comwsiiag OCPlaair,

3 Janugry 1963 found the KRETCGHAR bhonasd south for Gueatepaio Pay,
Cuban, gnd refrwaher tcaining. Afbor corpletlion of tradning, CUITCHMER
was, &3 aweys, resdy to annwer the call spd on 1l Feumazy she cended
soul for plans cuerd wod scueening dutios wish the USS GSSEX (GVS 9),
which was epeacching for the wissing Venszuelan abip INZOATEGUI., Re-
leased on 16 Pabruary 1963, the KTFTCHIEE atopped for £ive honen io Koy
Hambk, lorida, for supplios and tien depaxied for picket atabimn
Juring picket dutyy ohe apgain disbtioguished hoveelf by rescuing two
shrdep Cishermon freon the dizabdied fishivg vesssl "ALA™ shortly aftar
Bty bad been firad at by Cuban MIZ type aircreft. The XD-TEILHE worked
wall iate the night Srying fo alfecd repairs to the "ALLY snd gending
wre wolle auadbing the earvival of the Ccast Tvord Scwing vesses)., At
1020 on the mormning of 17 Febraaiy 1963, a MIG 17 sireratt strecksd #ive

PN
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Sn L arch 19633 Lhe KEamodlaln qes reliavad on atation and hosded
aorth to Jeppord Mo replonrhueset srd apkean .

Detwesn July (963 and June LXob Lhe WREYOULR continusd her operations
on the Soutaern Tip Picket Station whoare sha st & toeta of L6 days cn
patrol. Duriang this time, ‘wesidaz earryir: oub noe pleket dutiss; the
ERETCH. it patoleipated in e sjor Mset speratiang = Operatlon SPRING-
ROARD (22=20% February 156k) =nd Operation 0 LCK (ICK V {#13 Ancdl 2984) .
Besldes cercying out hor pasipned alssionsg (RETGIMER was usbls Lo visié
sueh pords as Jan Juan, Puoertp Rice, 3%y Thomss, Virgin Iolond, Pord
Antonio, Jamaica, "ermuda and agsau in tha 3shames. On 25 itarch, LCR
So N VTSE relisved CTR He le CLASSEN, UsN as Comewnd ing Officar.

On 22 Juue RAETCLUR sellad souln %o aor plcket glatlon and 0 mesuna
cutiles ag Gonar Scheol Shic on Hey tved, Ploridac The KRETCHRIR ssturwmd
to Huwport on 28 Julyoe FEAle s Dagpart by KCACHSPR cecaived bhw

fatile Uifecioney Award for Dgeort Squedoon SIATEIN Tor ner outstandlag
performence during the preceading Swelva wintha, Afber a ome nonth stay
in Newport, sha ppain vedvrned S0 e Sontorm Tip Ploket Station wrd te

o

participate Lo Sverstion SLARGY,

Che KRETCHMUR raburmsd bo Houypoed on 12 Covober 1984 share s spent
geversl months ‘n upceep sod Lorpe Sveining. On 15 Bebreary 1595 she was
undervay for Zan Jugn, Puestc Ruco for Operasion SPRINGBOARD. Upon ¢oms

&

pletion of this opevation, are apain wus abilizad g Sonar Schocl Ship
at Key Wast belure her ratare "o Hewsord on 10 ilareh.

3 April found bhe AEETCHILR stesning for the Sk, thomas, Virgin
Izlands ares «here she participsted in Operabion ~ULK KICK VIZ, &
Jodint Army, llavy and Ale Forve Lxwrvisa,

After (RETCHMER's retuen to Newport oa 16 April, assa conductad type
training wotil 2% Mgy 1765, when woexd #as moeived on tha KREPCILERY 3
deployment to WESTPAC. A% this tive she want %o ths 3cston Naval Shiaps
vard for a month of axtengive rayaixrs.

On 2 July 1965, prior to duplovieni %o the Facifie, LCDR S. A, W(S3
was reliavad by 10D C. 7, CHINN, USN ss Commending Officaxv nf the
KRETQ”‘TEI{(,

The KRETCHMAR daparted Mewport, Rhode Island on 7 July, by way of tha
Panamg Canal, for her new homepord of Gusm. Aftar transiting the canal.
KRETCHMER mads a stop over in Fslboa, Pansme which lasted from 1315
July 1965,

Upon departare from Pansmg, KKETCHUER satarked oo the long awaitud

transit Lo Mocsl arboxr only e ha detersd by ths wienpectid 10 lness of
a ghipnats,. *Itor divertlng “er conrse to Munto Arenas, Cogba ticg forp
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the débarﬁ:a},i.on of e patlent FIETCHIER agein set gall Jar Paarl Harbor.

On 28 July 1965, almost 20 yzars to the day, XRETGIMER returned to
Pearl Haobor where several days were spent in briefings and in preparation
for her naw mission as & (ARKET 7TI'E Unite

The KRLTCHIER departed Pearl Ilarbor on 2 August for Guam, {arianas
Islenis. She crossed the International Date Lins on 5 August at which
time all hands became members of the Order of ths Golden Dragon.

‘n 12 August the ship arrived in ber naw homeport of Guam, whore she
revained for upkesp until the 26th of August whan she departed for MARKET
TYE Operations ss & unit of the SYVENTH FLEET and Escort Squadran SEVEN.

Stopping in Subic Say, Philippine Islends, the KRETCHIER spent ors
igy replenishing and arming for har new sssignment, after which time she
ateaned westwerd for tha contipguous waters of Tietnam,

fn 2 September 1965 Lhe KRETCHMFR entered the iARKET Time area off
the southeast coast of Vietnam, wheie she began her patrol agalast
possibls infiltration by snemy forces.

After nearly thrsa wesks of picket duty, the KRETCIMFR departed her
station for tne libsety port of llong Kong, %.C,. She arrived in Hong
Kong on 20 Septembar wbere she ramained until 25 Ssptember,

Retween 28 Septambar and 1 Decoinber the KRETCHMER spen® her time on
MAPKET TIME pabrol with brief visiis to Manila and Subic Bay. While in
Manila on 6 Novembar 1965, she pariicipated in a "Mass Bleeding" blood
iJonation which was sponsored by ths Anmerican Leglan. After leaving
Janila the XKRITCHMFRSs MARKKT TLHE activities increased greatly as she
playsd host to the Chiaf of Naval Purscunel, VA 3, J, SWiiES who was
at the time making @ tour of varicus navel units in tne area.

In November 1965 the KRiTCHMIR spent both day and night in ccncens
tratad wvhaleboat operations in an offort to seise all possible infile
trators into the siea. I was during this time that her motor whalaboad
w35 Luken urnder heavy amall srxrms fire while she was involwed in a dual
roundup operation with Jonk Division 16, After several encounters with
the aeny force, amd tlw seizing of mauy Viet Cong 3uspects; the KRETCHIER
departed the area fov a long-awaliisd retuin to her homeport.

On 10 Decembsr 1955 the KRLICIEER stesmsd into Apra Harbor, Guam where
she was grested Dy the heppy and anxious faces of her dependanis,

The KRETCHIER rermsirsd in Gusm for 11 wesks wrere she urderumnt a
Limited shipyaaxd overhaul,

On 22 Febrmexy 1948, after succassflly completing har Adminiatrative

and Pre-Uversees “ovemsnt laspections, the KRETCHER once again daparted
for Jietnan, this Line for a 7% month deployment,

g
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KR 'TCHIMER was back on patrol on 2 March where she remained
for fcerty=ive days until 15 April, During this time she was
‘om hand to resus six Vietnamese fishermen whose junk has
been struck and destroyed by a large merchant ship,

On 18 April the KRETCHMER arrived in Kaoshiung, Taiwan for a
two week bender avallability period, After accomplishing the
necessary repairs, she sailed for Subic Bay where on 6 May
she particiated in an Operational Readiness Exercise which
was conducted by Commander Escort Squardon SEVEN,

9 May 1966 found the KRETCHMER back on patrol, this time off
the northwestern coaat of South Vietnam where she was once
again busy investigating possible enemy contacts,

On 21 May, KRETCHRER developed a radar antenna casualty which
would have, in normal cases, required tender or yard repairs.
The KR:ETCHMER dismounted her antenna in Da Nang, went back out
to sea to continue her patrol, repaired the antenna tnat night
and the next morning returned to Da Nhng for a two hour stop
to rsmount the entire assembly., The followin:- message was
received from Cormmander Task Force IINt "The coordination
and utilization of resourses: by Da Nang and the "can do"
spirit of the KRETCHMER has resulted in the repairs to KRETCH
MER's surface seach anpenna assembly which enabled her to
resume her barrisr station. Repairs of this nature even al
side a tender are difficult, but to enter port for r.mova1°:?
antenna by corane, return to sea for patrol while repairing,
then back to port to use crane for installation took great
planning and initiative by all involved"”,

The KRETCHMER departed Market Time Area One on 1 July and ar-
rived in Hong X for her long-awaited 5 day visit. After a

briefl stop in Suble Bay on 9 June, KRETCHMER returned to Mar=-
ket Time where she remained until 29 June, On 1 July KRETCH%»
MER refurned to Subic Bay where she remained for two weeks of
ugkoepo Upon completion, KRETCHMER returned to Vietnam and om
18 July resumed patrol off Vung Tau where she remained thru

Augult 17 o

August also proved to be a very busy month for the KRETCHMER.
Beslde twlce providing ¥aval Gunfire Support for the III Corps
area, on 2 August the KRETCHMER found six fishermen who had
oexperienced engine trouble and had been adrift for 1l days.
Medical assistance,fresh water,food and cigarettes were od=
iately given the men while they and their Junk were taken to
Vung Tau for further assistance, Om 27 August, KRETCHMER as-
sisted in the rescue of five orew members of a coastal mer~
chant junk which had been sunk at night by a british LST,

KRETCHEER visited Bangkok for three days of earned R3R from
19-21 August, after which she returned to Market Time where

she remaimed until 25 September 27 the KIET HEE
Subic Bay for two days and then dz artog'%og eg gggpégr
of Guam. October 3 found the families and friends of the
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KRETCHMER 's crew welcoming them back to Guam for a well de-
served rest and upkeep period, :

‘The following news relesase will summerise the aceomplishments
of the KR"TCHMER during her last deployments

THE GALLOPING GHOST RETURNS

The "Galloping Ghost of the Vietnam Coast®, USS KRETCHMER (DER
=329), returned to her homeport of Guam, M.I. today after com-
pleting a seven and one-half month deployment as a member of
Seventh Fleet's Market Time Patrol.

One might think that conducting a Market Time Patrél would
prove rather dull, Not sof The primary Jjob of any Market
Time Patrol craft is to stop, board, inspect and search junks
al the coast line. Despite other occcasional missions,
xwgggnnxn handled over 17,000 contacts dur this tour of
duty. Also during the cruise, XRETCHMER provided Naval Gunw
fire Support on several oceasions for the first, second,and
third Corps areas in South Vietnam,

There is snother more human intercst side to the Market Time
Patrol. This involves helping people who are in need, and in
this respect, KR TCHMER takes no seconds. In addition to res-
cuing two fishing boats adrift at ssa because their engines
had failed, KRETCHMER, on two more occasions effected nightime
rescue of fishermen whose junks had been sunk by passing mer~
chant ships, Offered food, water, cicarettes, and medical’ -
assistance,; KRETCHMER has made friends all up and down the
coast of South Vietnam., This care was not limited to only
fishermen however, A very important, th , 11ttle noted,

role of the Market Time DER is the logistical support of other
United States patrol craft, USS PEACOCK (MSC 198) radioed,

If all big ships would care for us like you did, 53 days at
sea would be a cinoch®™. KRETCHMER furnished large quantities

of fuel, food, (including a spaghetti dinmer) and ship's

st;ro items to most of the PCF, WPB and MSC coraft in her pate
0l area,

KRETCHMER's story does not end here, This was her second
Vietnam tour agd some of the records the crew likes to look
back on aret Since leaving Newport, R.I, on 7 July 1965 she
has steamed over 85,000 miles which is three and one half times
around the world. The “host has served on Market Time statiom
226 days in the past thirteen months. Since entering WestPae
she has distilled over a milliom gallons of frosh water, and
has burned over 1,000,000 gallons of fuel, Some 9 underway
replenishments were conducted to obtain this fuel and other
vital material, If the 130 vessels (MSC's, PCF's and WPB's)
that KRETCHMER 1dglstically supported were alongside during
these past two deployments, Last, but not least. KRETCHMER
has becn in an underway status over 85 per-cent of the time
since reporting to the SLVELTH Fleet in February of this year,



{xwrcrmm probubly has the only sailor in the Navy that get
and-sick})

As in all things, thers is a fun side to the MARKET TIMB PATe

‘ROL, On September 2,1966, the ship celebrated its "ONE YEAR

ANNIVERSARY" in MARKET TIME, producing among other things,
"MISS MARKE? TIME 1966" (A real _beout{ as the story goes) and
the MARKET TIME pie eating champion, "All in all®, says LCDR
C.E. CHINN of Grand Junction, Colorado, KRETCHMER's Commanding
officer,"KR:TCHMER, with heroutstanding orew, has more than
proved the determination, sndurance and the versatility of the
modern Navy and the men who man its shipa".

The USS XRETCHMER (DER-329) has earned the following medals:

AMERICAN AREA CAMPAIGN MEDAL

EUROPEAN=AFRICAN-MIDDLE 'ASTERN AREA CAMPAIGN NEDAL

ASIATIC~PACIFIC AREA CAMPAIGN MEDAL

WORLD WAR IXI VICTORY MEDAL -

NAVY OCCUPATION SERVICE MEDAL,ASIA=19 SEP to 20 OCT 1953
S to 6 FEB 1946 =

CHINA S:RVICE MEDAL (EXTENDED) «2 to 7 SEP 1945
18 to 22 DEC 19,5
4 JAN to L4 FEB 19416
9 FEB to 2 APR 1946

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL (CUBA) = 27 NOV to 20 DEC 1962

VIETNAM SERVICI MEDAL - . 2 to 17 StP 1965
2% SRP to 26 OCT 1965

2 MAR to 15 APR 1966
.9 MAY to 1 JUN 1966
" 11 JUN to 29 JUN 1966
18 JUL to 18 AUG 1966
23 AUG to 26 SEP 1966~
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